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TO THE READER 
 
What are environmental protection regulations and who do they apply to? 

The City of Espoo environmental protection regulations include regulations to prevent 
environmental contamination. The regulations bind everyone operating in the City of Espoo 
area – residents, companies and others whose activities may cause environmental 
contamination. 

However, the regulations do not apply to functions separately addressed in the 
Environmental Protection Act, which are beyond the scope of these regulations. For 
example, parties operating under an environmental permit are not obliged to comply with 
these regulations in activities subject to the environmental permit because the environmental 
permit itself provides sufficient regulation. 

Environmental protection regulations implement the Environmental Protection Act 
(527/2014), and municipal residents must comply with these local regulations in addition to 
the Environmental Protection Act and other decrees issued under it. 

What other legislation relating to environmental protection must be complied 
with? 

The environmental protection regulations contain instructions and provisions tailored to local 
conditions in Espoo to prevent adverse effects on health or comfort or other effects 
considered to be harmful to the environment. Since the environmental protection regulations 
are based on the Environmental Protection Act, they may concern only matters falling within 
the scope of this Act. This means, among other things, that the regulations only regulate 
environmental pollution caused by various emissions – for example, the harm caused to 
nature or a neighbour by wastewater emissions. On the other hand, if someone modifies the 
environment by, for example, piling gravel on their plot in such a way that it shadows a 
neighbour’s plot, this does not constitute a violation of the Environmental Protection Act. 

Other legislation also seeks to prevent environmental damage. The following Acts, for 
example, contain provisions to ensure proper waste management or protect human health 
and the environment: 

The Nature Conservation Act (1096/1996) – e.g. protection of nature conservation areas  
The Water Act (587/2011) – e.g. restricting the dredging of water bodies  
The Health Protection Act (763/1994) – e.g. preventing noise, dust and smoke from 
infiltrating apartments  
The Chemicals Act (599/2013) – e.g. careful storage of chemicals  
The Waste Act (646/2011) – e.g. proper treatment of waste  
The Land Use and Building Act (132/1999) – e.g. the health and safety of the built 
environment 

The responsibility for the supervision of these provisions belong to different authorities: the 
supervision of the Health Protection Act in the municipality to the health protection authority, 
the supervision of the Land Use and Building Act to the building supervision authority, and 
the supervision of the Water Act and the Waste Act to the environmental protection authority. 

Other legislation and environmental protection regulations may also contain overlapping 
provisions. In such a case, all the regulations shall usually be complied with, i.e. the 
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regulations are considered parallel so that the ‘strictest’, most beneficial regulation to 
environmental protection shall be adhered to. If an environmental protection regulation is in 
conflict with the Environmental Protection Act or a decree issued under the Act, the 
regulation shall not be complied with. 

In addition to the provisions, environmental protection regulations contain 
recommendations and additional information on other legislation 

Beside the actual regulations, the City of Espoo environmental protection regulations contain 
recommendations and references as well as information boxes providing additional 
information. 

The recommendations are not binding, but compliance with them is desirable. However, 
due to other legislation or, for example, a general prohibition against groundwater or soil 
pollution, a recommended procedure may, in practice, be mandatory. For example, because 
of a prohibition against groundwater pollution, a wastewater system may, with consideration 
to the terrain, have to be built further away from a neighbour’s well than is generally required 
in the recommendations. 

The references refer to another section in the regulations. These internal references have 
been made when the regulations are related to each other but cannot be written 
consecutively because of the way the regulations are divided. 

Additional information boxes highlight other legislation that contributes to environmental 
protection but has not been incorporated into environmental protection regulations because 
such regulation already exists. In case of changes to other legislation, the aim is to update 
the Additional information boxes so that they are always up to date. 

Where can I find further information about the environmental protection regulations? 

The environmental protection regulations are available from the Espoo Environment 
Department, tel. +358 9 81621 (exchange), street address: Kirkkojärventie 6 B, 4th floor, 
Espoon keskus; postal address: P.O. Box 44, 02070 City of Espoo; e-mail: 
ymparisto(at)espoo.fi. In addition, the environmental protection regulations are available on 
the City of Espoo website in the ‘Sääntökokoelma’ (collection of regulations) section. 
Guidance, counselling and supervision related to Espoo’s environmental protection 
regulations are the responsibility of the Espoo Environment Department. 

How is compliance with the environmental protection regulations supervised? 

Compliance with the environmental protection regulations is supervised by the municipal 
environmental protection authority, which is the Environment Committee in Espoo. 
Therefore, in practice, the Espoo Environment Department should be contacted if violations 
are observed. The method of instituting proceedings varies depending on the issue. 
Normally, any issue must be presented to the administration in writing, but a nuisance report 
can sometimes also be filed by telephone. Further consideration of the case will depend on 
case-specific circumstances. Ultimately, supervision may lead, for example, to the issuing of 
a specific provision or request for a preliminary investigation by the police. 

 

The authority to issue environmental protection regulations is based on Section 202 
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of the Environmental Protection Act. 

Environmental Protection Act, Section 202, Municipal environmental protection regulations: 

To enforce this Act, municipalities may issue necessary general regulations based on local 
circumstances, pertaining to the entire municipality or a part of it (municipal environmental 
protection regulations). 

The regulations may not apply to: 

1) an activity subject to a permit or registration; 
2) an activity undertaken on an experimental basis referred to in section 31; 
3) exceptional circumstances referred to in section 120; 
4) the notification procedure concerning the treatment of contaminated soil and 

groundwater referred to in section 136, subsection 1; 
5) the operations of the Finnish Defence Forces or the Border Guard. 

The regulations may apply to: 

1) activities, limitations and structures that prevent emissions or the harmful impacts of 
them; 

2) abatement of noise or vibration that is especially disturbing; 
3) environmental protection requirements regarding the siting of activities outside local 

detailed plan areas; 
4) the specification of areas where conveying wastewater into the ground, a water body 

or a ditch, spring, artificial pond, or streamlet referred to in chapter 1, section 3, 
subsection 1, paragraph 6, of the Water Act is prohibited due to a special risk of 
pollution; 

5) the specification of areas and zones where the use of manure, fertilisers and 
environmentally harmful substances used in agriculture is restricted; 

6) the provision of information required for supervision; 
7) measures concerning the improvement of the state of waters and of the marine 

environment that are considered necessary under a river basin management plan or 
the marine strategy document drawn up in accordance with the Act on the 
Organisation of River Basin Management and the Marine Strategy. 

On a case-by-case basis, the municipal environmental protection authority may grant an 
exception to an environmental protection regulation on the grounds specified in it. 

Environmental Protection Act, Section 203, Procedure when issuing municipal environmental 
protection regulations: 

Before issuing a municipal environmental protection regulation, the municipality shall provide 
the state supervisory authority in question and, if necessary, other authorities with the 
opportunity to issue a statement. Provisions on reserving opportunities to exert an influence 
on a matter are laid down in section 41 of the Administrative Procedure Act. Information on 
the preparation of the matter shall also be provided on the municipality’s website. 

The municipality shall issue a notice of the environmental protection regulations in the 
manner in which municipal notifications are normally published in the municipality. The 
regulations shall be made available on the municipality’s website. Furthermore, they shall be 
provided to the appropriate state supervisory authority and the state environmental permit 
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authority for information. 

Updating of the environmental protection regulations 

The first environmental protection regulations of the City of Espoo were approved by the City 
Council on 21 January 2005 and entered into force on 1 March 2005, except for Section 11 
on waste disposal, which entered into force on 1 October 2006. The regulations have since 
been updated by the City Council on 8 June 2009 (entry into force on 1 September 2009) 
and 18 November 2013 (entry into force on 1 March 2014).  
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ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION REGULATIONS 

CHAPTER 1 GENERAL REGULATIONS 

The City Council of Espoo issues environmental protection regulations 
pursuant to Section 202 of the Environmental Protection Act (527/2014). 

Section 1 Regional scope and objective 

These environmental protection regulations shall be complied with within 
the City of Espoo. Unless otherwise specified below, the regulations apply 
throughout the city area. 

The objective of the environmental protection regulations is to prevent 
environmental pollution, with consideration to local conditions, as provided 
in the Environmental Protection Act. 

Section 2 Derogations from regulations 

The provisions of these environmental protection regulations may be 
deviated from if a specific regulation leads to an unreasonable outcome for 
the applicant. The municipal environmental protection authority grants the 
derogation upon application. However, no derogation shall be granted if the 
exemption is likely to cause more than minor environmental pollution 
effects. 

Section 3 Definitions 

For the purposes of these environmental protection regulations, 

1) water body means a lake, pond, river, brook and other natural water 
area and a reservoir, channel and other similar artificial water area; 
however, a streamlet, ditch and spring are not considered water 
bodies 

2) shore area means an area extending 200 metres to the land from the 
shoreline in accordance with the mean water level of a lake or the sea 
unless it is necessary to deviate from the distance due to reasons 
related to the terrain, for example 

3) archipelago means islands with no permanent road connections 
4) underground tank means a tank that is located below ground level in 

the soil or a bunker 
5) aboveground tank means a tank that is located above ground level or 

in a basement facility 
6) flood risk area refers to the areas indicated in the appended maps 

(Appendix 2: Sea flood risk areas in Espoo, Appendix 3: Lake flood 
risk areas in Espoo. Flood problems in Espoo report, Espoo flood 
working group, 6 October 2005) and areas indicated in the flood 
hazard maps of the environmental administration 
https://www.ymparisto.fi/tulvakartat 

7) Matalajärvi catchment area and Natura area refer to the areas 
indicated in the appended maps (Appendix 4, Matalajärvi catchment 
area and Natura area, City of Espoo) 
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8) The priority order in accordance with Espoo’s runoff water programme: 
I) Prevention of the formation of runoff water and the associated 
impairment of water quality, II) Treatment and utilisation of runoff water 
at the source, III) Runoff water is led from its source via a filtering and 
retarding system, IV) Runoff water is led from its source via runoff 
water sewer for detention and purification prior disposal into a water 
body, V) Runoff water is led via a sewer directly into the receiving 
water body. 

Section 4 Updating of the map appendices 

The boundaries of important groundwater areas (Appendix 1, Class 1 
groundwater areas) are defined by the Uusimaa Centre for Economic 
Development, Transport and the Environment. If the boundaries are 
updated, the areas in the map appendix to these environmental protection 
regulations will also be updated accordingly. 

CHAPTER 2 WASTEWATER 

Section 5 Treatment of domestic wastewater in properties not connected to a 
wastewater sewer of a water utility 

Soil infiltration of water closet wastewater is prohibited. In important 
groundwater areas, also soil infiltration of other domestic wastewater is 
prohibited. 

Domestic wastewater discharged to shore areas must be treated with a 
method whose efficiency complies with the normative standard of 
treatment laid down in the Government Decree on Treating Wastewater in 
Areas Outside Sewer Networks (157/2017, Section 4) under the 
Environmental Protection Act. 

In important groundwater areas, domestic wastewater must be treated with 
a method complying with the normative standard of treatment stated in 
Subsection 2 if the wastewater is not discharged into a watertight tank in 
accordance with Section 54 of the building ordinance. In an important 
groundwater area, however, closet wastewater must always be discharged 
into a watertight tank. 

Transitional provision: 

The wastewater system of a property must be brought into compliance with 
the provisions of the Section in connection with the following undertakings 
in the property: 

1) construction of a water closet or repair and alteration work on water 
and sewer equipment subject to a permit and involving the 
replacement or repair of the entire system; or 

2) repair and alteration work that is comparable to the construction of a 
building and requires a building permit. 

A wastewater treatment system in an area located a maximum of 100 
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metres from a water body or sea, or in an important groundwater area, that 
has been constructed before 2004 in compliance with contemporary 
requirements or a building permit shall be brought into compliance with the 
Section no later than 31 October 2019. The distance shall be determined 
from the shoreline according to the mean water level to the wall of the 
nearest building generating domestic wastewater. 

Recommendation: In the archipelago and shore areas, where it is not 
possible to join a common wastewater sewer, dry closets should be 
preferred. 

Recommendation: When building in sparsely populated areas, wastewater 
sewerage should be arranged such that water closet and other domestic 
wastewater can be treated both separately and together. 

Section 6 Buffer distances for wastewater systems 

The discharge outlet for treated wastewater and a wastewater treatment 
system other than a cesspool on a property shall be located at a sufficient 
buffer distance from a water abstraction site, the sea, a water body, 
streamlet, spring, domestic water well and the boundary of the adjacent 
property. 

Recommendation: The following minimum buffer distances should be 
adhered to unless reliable proof to the contrary is provided: 

Minimum distance 
Water abstraction site 200 m 
Domestic water well 20–50 m 
The sea, a water body, streamlet and spring 10–30 m 
Road or boundary of the property 5 m 
Protective layer 
above the upper groundwater level 
– soil infiltration system 1 m 
– sand filter system 0.5 m 

Additional information: 
General obligation to treat wastewater 

According to Section 155 of the Environmental Protection Act, wastewater 
shall be conveyed and treated so as not to pose a risk of environmental 
pollution. Domestic wastewater shall be treated before it is conveyed into 
the ground, a water body or a ditch, an artificial pond, or a streamlet 
referred to in chapter 1, section 3, subsection 1, paragraph 6, of the Water 
Act. Wastewater other than that issuing from a water closet may be 
conveyed into the ground without treatment, if the amount of wastewater is 
negligible and it poses no risk of environmental pollution. 

Standard requirements for the treatment of domestic wastewater 

The basic standard of treatment for domestic wastewater is laid down in 
Section 154b of the Environmental Protection Act. The normative standard 
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of treatment for domestic wastewater is laid down in the Government 
Decree on Treating Wastewater in Areas Outside Sewer Networks 
(157/2017). The more stringent normative standard of treatment shall be 
applied instead of the basic standard in areas subject to municipal 
environmental protection regulations. 

The requirements for treatment shall not apply to any such wastewater 
system that is operational on 9 March 2011 on a property where the 
permanent resident or residents have reached the age of 68 by that date, if 
the domestic wastewater of the property does not pose a risk of 
environmental pollution. 

Section 156d of the Environmental Protection Act lays down the conditions 
under which the requirements for the treatment of domestic wastewater 
may be derogated from in the area referred to in Section 156a (shore and 
groundwater area). The Director of Environmental Affairs grants the 
derogation for a fixed term of up to five years at a time. 

For the environmental administrations’ onsite wastewater advisory page, 
visit www.ymparisto.fi/hajajatevesi 

 

Additional information 

The City of Espoo’s building ordinance and legally binding land use plans 
valid in Espoo also contain provisions for the treatment of domestic 
wastewater. Section 54 of the building ordinance states that, in an 
important groundwater area, wastewater must be conducted into a public 
municipal sewer system or watertight tank. These provisions laid down in 
the Land Use and Building Act (132/1999) shall be complied with alongside 
the environmental protection, save for a derogation from them under the 
Land Use and Building Act. 

According to Section 10 of the Water Services Act (119/2001), a property 
located in the area of operation of a water utility shall be connected to the 
water main and wastewater sewer of the water utility. The boundary of the 
area of operation is presented in the City of Espoo’s water services 
development plan (www.espoo.fi/vesihuoltosuunnitelma). The conditions of 
connection are defined in the HSY connection point statement (for more 
information, contact HSY customer service, tel. +358 9 1561 2110). The 
Director of Environmental Affairs grants a property an exemption from the 
connecting obligation upon application, provided that the conditions 
specified in Section 11 of the Act are met. 

Property-specific waste transport service arranged by HSY must be 
used transporting cesspool and septic tank sludge generated in 
dwellings. 

 

Section 7 Water from worksites 
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Any water harmful to the environment or the operation of the sewer 
network, arising from construction sites and other temporary activities shall 
not be discharged into water bodies or runoff water sewers without prior 
treatment to eliminate or adequately reduce the harm. Use of soil infiltration 
is subject to the condition that there is no risk of soil or groundwater 
contamination. 

Conveyance or soil infiltration of wastewater containing significant amounts 
of harmful substances or solids must be notified to the Espoo Environment 
Department well before the commencement of the activity in order to 
assess the adequacy of the pre-treatment. 

Section 8 Washing of vehicles, machinery and similar equipment 

The washing of vehicles, machinery and similar equipment must comply 
with the following provisions: 

– Wastewater from washing must not be discharged uncleaned into 
rainwater sewers, ditches, streamlets, water bodies or the sea. 

– Washing water must be discharged to the wastewater sewer through a 
sand and oil separator if detergents containing hydrocarbon solvents are 
used in the washing or if the washing is frequent or professional. 

– When occasionally washing with water, the washing water can be 
infiltrated on your property. 

– Washing of vehicles, machinery and similar equipment is prohibited in 
street or road areas and other public areas. 

Recommendation: In important groundwater areas, all washing water 
should be conducted into the wastewater sewer. 

CHAPTER 3 HANDLING AND STORAGE OF CHEMICALS AND OIL 

Section 9 Storage, keeping and handling of chemicals 

The storage, keeping and handling of chemicals on the property must be 
arranged in such a way that their entry into sewers, soil, surface water, 
groundwater and other environment is prevented. 

Chemicals and waste that react with each other in a hazardous manner 
must be stored separately. Hazardous liquid chemicals shall be stored in 
double-skin tanks, tanks with bunds or by other equivalent means to 
prevent their release into the environment. The bund must withstand the 
chemicals stored in it. The volume of the bund must be at least 110% of 
the volume of the largest flammable liquid container in the bund and 100% 
of the volume of the largest container containing a chemical hazardous to 
health and the environment. Rainwater accumulating in bunds shall be 
treated as required by the quality of the water accumulated. In a storage 
room without a bund, the floor shall be covered with a chemical-resistant 
coating. In this case, there must be no drains in the storage room, or the 
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floor drain must be fitted with an appropriate protective cover or shut-off 
valve. 

In flood risk areas, the storage and handling of chemicals must be 
organised in such a way that, in the event of a flood, the chemicals cannot 
disperse into the environment. 

Outdoor storage facilities for chemicals and hazardous waste shall be 
fenced and locked, or unauthorised access to the storage shall be 
prevented by other means. 

Tanks or containers used for storage of chemicals must indicate the 
chemical content of the tank or container. 

Fuel stations and other chemical filling stations shall be covered with a 
watertight, chemically impermeable surface. Filling stations shall be 
equipped with absorbent material and equipment for the collection and 
storage of any leaks. In sites where it is not possible or appropriate to 
construct a watertight surface, absorbent material may also be used to 
prevent the entry of chemicals into the ground. This regulation does not 
apply to the filling points for heating oil tanks in buildings. 

In addition, the following provisions must be complied with in 
important groundwater areas: 

– In important groundwater areas, new heating or waste oil tanks and other 
chemical tanks or piping must not be installed underground. Any new fixed 
tank shall be double-skinned or bunded. Tanks shall be equipped with 
overfill protection and appropriate monitoring and alarm devices. Oil from 
new oil tanks should be directed to the burner using a single-pipe system 
or other equivalent technology to minimise environmental risks. 

– At worksites, a total of up to 2,000 litres of fuel may be stored in separate 
tanks at a time in addition to the fuel in the fuel tanks of the machinery. The 
tanks shall be double-skinned or equipped with a fixed bund. The tank 
filling valve or transfer pump shall be locked outside working hours and, if 
necessary, at other times to prevent improper use. Fuelling sites must have 
a watertight surface. If it is not possible or appropriate to construct a 
watertight surface, absorbent material may also be used to prevent the 
entry of chemicals into the ground. Fuelling sites shall be equipped with 
absorbent material and equipment for the collection and storage of any 
leaks. Filling a fuel tank in a construction site area is forbidden if the tank 
does not have overfill protection. It is forbidden to store any other 
chemicals that pose a risk of groundwater contamination on the 
construction site. Machinery must be stored on a watertight parking 
platform. Machinery must not be washed or serviced in the site are 

Additional information: 

All oil spills shall be reported immediately to the emergency number 112, 
and immediate action shall be taken to prevent further damage due to the 
spill. 
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Provisions on construction in important groundwater areas are also 
provided in Section 54 of the City of Espoo’s building ordinance. The 
Section provides, for example, that oil and fuel tanks and other containers 
containing hazardous substances must be located above ground in bunds, 
or indoors. In addition, the plan regulations under the Land Use and 
Building Act may contain provisions concerning the location or construction 
of oil tanks, especially in the case of a local detailed plan for an important 
groundwater area. 

Section 10 Periodic inspections of oil and chemical tanks 

The owner or holder of the tank must have the following items inspected 
regularly: 

− underground oil tank 

− underground tank containing other chemical dangerous or harmful to 
the environment 

− above-ground oil tank located in an important groundwater area. 

The tank shall be inspected for the first time within ten years of its 
commissioning and after that in accordance with the classification resulting 
from the inspection as provided in Decision 344/1983 of the Ministry of 
Trade and Industry. When inspecting the tank, any return pipes must be 
inspected by a pressure test. An inspection report must be drawn up to be 
kept and submitted to the supervisory authority upon request. The 
company carrying out the inspection must be approved by the Finnish 
Safety and Chemicals Agency. 

Recommendation: Above-ground oil tanks and the associated return pipes 
should also be inspected outside important groundwater areas at regular 
intervals of approximately ten years. 

Recommendation: Oil piping of all tanks with return pipes should be 
converted into a single-pipe connection. 

Additional information: 

Inspection obligations for underground fuel and diesel tanks and the 
associated piping located in important groundwater areas are provided by 
the Ministry of Trade and Industry Decision (1983/344) of 30 March 1983. 
According to the Decision, tanks must be inspected for the first time ten 
years after commissioning. An A-class metal tank shall be re-inspected at 
intervals of five years, and a non-metal tank inspected to belong in the A-
class shall be re-inspected at intervals of ten years. A B-class tank shall be 
re-inspected every two years. As a rule, a C-class tank shall be 
decommissioned within six months of the inspection. A D-class tank must 
be decommissioned immediately. In connection with the inspection of the 
tank, the return piping of the tank shall be subjected to a pressure test at 
an overpressure of 0.2–0.3 bar (20–30 kPa). 

For companies approved by the Finnish Safety and Chemicals Agency to 
inspect underground oil tanks, visit the Finnish Safety and Chemicals 
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Agency website www.tukes.fi → Registers → Approved companies. For 
more information about the inspections and oil heating, visit, for example, 
the websites of the Oil Industry Service Centre Ltd and Finnish Petroleum 
and Biofuels Association, www.oljylammitys.fi and www.oil.fi, respectively. 

Section 11 Decommissioned underground oil or chemical tanks 

The owner or holder of a decommissioned oil or chemical tank must 
remove the tank and the associated piping from the ground and have them 
cleaned before the removal. A certificate of the cleaning shall be retained 
for as long as the tank is stored on the property. The provider of the 
cleaning service must have the professional skills required for the task. For 
the purpose of soil inspection, the Espoo Environment Department must be 
notified of the removal of the tank well before its performance. 

Also, the rescue authorities shall be notified of the decommissioning of a 
heating oil tank. A copy of the oil tank cleaning certificate must be 
appended to the notification. 

The tank does not need to be removed if it has been properly cleaned prior 
to 1 March 2005 and filled with sand or other approved material. The 
above-ground sections of the tanks’ filling and air pipes must, however, be 
removed. 

The environmental protection authority may, in individual cases, grant an 
exception from the obligation to remove a decommissioned oil tank from 
the ground if its removal is technically very difficult or will result in damage 
to other property. 

As the owner of the property changes, the new owner must be informed of 
the tank. 

CHAPTER 4 TREATMENT OF WASTE AND SNOW 

Section 12 Deposition of waste into the soil 

Waste disposal by burying it in the soil is prohibited. Waste may be 
deposited in the soil only if its properties allow it to be used as earth 
construction material or by other similar means and if the deposition 
complies with the requirements of the Waste Act and the Environmental 
Protection Act. 

Deposition of waste must be notified in writing to the Espoo Environment 
Department to provide the information required for supervision. The 
notification must be made 30 days before the deposition of the waste. 

In non-professional earthwork or in earthwork that is not done at an 
installation , clean concrete and brick waste and other recoverable waste, 
including uncontaminated waste soils, may be used to replace natural 
materials, provided that 

− the material does not contain substances harmful to the environment 
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or health 

− the material does not contain significant quantities of reinforcing steel 

− the site is not located in an important groundwater area, and the 
distance to domestic water wells is sufficient. 

The operators must be aware of the cleanliness and harmlessness of the 
batches of waste placed by them. 

The consent of the landowner shall be required for the placement of waste 
in the soil. As the holder of the property changes, the new holder of the 
property must be informed of the batches of waste deposited in the soil. 

If the deposition of waste into the soil is permitted under an environmental 
permit or other approval by authority or legislation and provided that the 
requirements of the Waste Act and the Environmental Protection Act have 
been taken into account in the procedures, those provisions shall apply 
instead of these provisions. 

Additional information: 

The Waste Act (Sections 125 and 126) and the Environmental Protection 
Act (Sections 175 and 180) allow for ad hoc provisions on waste 
management. 

Professional or institutional deposition of waste into the soil is allowed only 
on the basis of an environmental permit issued by the Regional State 
Administrative Agency or the Environment Committee, or a notification to 
the Centre for Economic Development, Transport and the Environment. 

Recovery and treatment of waste without an environmental permit may be 
permitted pursuant to Section 32 of the Environmental Protection Act. 
These derogations also apply to the environmental protection regulations 
so that Section 12 on the disposal of waste into the soil does not apply to 
the disposal of waste provided for in Section 32 of the Environmental 
Protection Act or by a decree adopted pursuant to the Environmental 
Protection Act or the Waste Act. 

Pursuant to the Environmental Protection Act and the Waste Act, a 
Government Decree (591/2006) has been adopted on the recovery of 
certain waste in earthwork, according to which the recovery of certain 
concrete and ash waste is permitted on the basis of a notification to the 
Centre for Economic Development, Transport and the Environment. 

Provisions on the composting and duty of notification of food and closet 
waste per property are laid down in the common waste management 
regulations of the Helsinki Metropolitan Area. 

Section 13 Chemical paint-stripping waste and PCB or lead-containing sealing 
compound waste 

PCB or lead-containing sealing compound must be treated as hazardous 
waste. In work, it must be ensured that sealing compound waste does not 
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mix with other waste or get released into the environment. The surface of 
the ground must be protected by means of a cover, for example. The 
sealing compound and backing strip must be removed as completely as 
possible. Any sealing mass residue must be removed by, for example, 
grinding. In this case, the grinder must be connected to a vacuum cleaner 
that collects the dust. After grinding, the grinding dust must be cleaned 
from the surfaces. When storing sealing compound waste, it must be 
ensured that unauthorised access to it is prevented. Sealing compound 
waste, grinding dust and other waste containing PCB or lead shall be 
delivered to a hazardous waste reception point or an authorised treatment 
facility. 

In chemical paint stripping, care must be taken to ensure that no stripping 
waste is released into the environment or sewers by protecting the surface 
of the ground by means of a cover, for example. The construction site must 
be cleaned up without delay, and the resulting waste must be delivered to 
an appropriate treatment facility. 

Reference: Provisions for the prevention of dust from demolition work are 
provided in Section 20. 

Section 14 Boat maintenance and washing 

Solvents or other harmful substances must not be discharged into the sea 
or a water body when washing a boat in the water. 

In connection with the washing of and removal of primer paint from docked 
boats, the release of harmful substances into the soil shall be prevented as 
far as possible. Grinding dust and other harmful waste originating from the 
boats must be delivered to an appropriate collection point or treatment 
facility. 

Glycol used to protect the cooling systems of the engines during winter 
storage shall be collected in spring and treated as hazardous waste. 
Engines should be tested in spring already in the docking area to prevent 
glycol from getting into the sea. 

Section 15 Garden waste and aquatic weed waste 

Dumping of leaves, branches and other garden waste in public forests, 
parks, green areas, streets, water areas, ditches, fortifications, moats and 
other similar areas is prohibited. 

Aquatic weed waste must not be left in a water body or on a beach in the 
immediate vicinity of the water body. Instead, it must be collected and 
properly treated as biowaste by, for example, composting. 

Additional information: 

Provisions on the treatment of garden waste are also provided in Sections 
3–6 of the common waste management regulations of the Helsinki 
Metropolitan Area and Kirkkonummi. 
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Mowing in protected areas is governed by specific rules and regulations. 
These rules and regulations are provided in, for example, area-specific 
protection provisions and ordinances, and plans and the nature 
conservation legislation. 

Section 16 Burning of waste on the property 

Disposal of waste by burning is prohibited. 

Exceptions: 

1. Incidental open fire burning of branches, twigs, straw, logging waste, 
plant leaves and other similar non-hazardous plant waste is only allowed in 
agricultural and forestry areas and other sparsely populated areas, 
provided that the burning does not cause unreasonable harm to 
neighbours or the surrounding environment. Open fire burning also 
includes burning in a barrel or equivalent container. 

Recommendation: Primarily, all readily decomposable material should be 
composted. Twigs should be chipped and used as regulating material in 
compost or mulch in a garden. If the property belongs to a biowaste 
collection, twig waste can be packed in a decomposable bag and placed 
next to the biowaste bin. Residents can also organise the collection and 
disposal of twigs and garden waste themselves by, for example, ordering a 
skip together. 

Recommendation for areas where the burning of twigs is permitted: If twigs 
are burned, the twigs should be as dry as possible. You should also notify 
any neighbours in advance of the burning. 

2. Clean, dry and untreated wood waste can be burned in an appropriate 
fireplace. 

Reference: See Section 27 of these regulations for the prevention of 
burning emissions. 

Additional information: 

Pursuant to the Rescue Act (379/2011), the rescue authority has, for a 
justified reason, the right to prohibit open fires for a specified period of time 
in a specified area. According to the Act, campfires or other open fires may 
not be lit if, because of drought, wind or other reasons, the conditions are 
such that there is a manifest risk of a forest fire, grass fire or other fire. 
Open fires may not be made on someone else’s land without the 
landowner’s permission. 

Section 17 Location and use of snow disposal sites 

Snow disposal sites must be located and implemented in such a way that 
snow melting water does not cause environmental pollution or risk thereof. 
Snow disposal sites must not be located in important groundwater areas or 
the sea, a water body or shore areas or other areas where dumping of 
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snow causes nuisance or disturbance. 

The holder of the snow disposal site shall ensure that the area is cleaned 
immediately after the snow melts away. 

Additional information: 

Waste legislation and regulations 

Waste treatment is regulated by the Waste Act (646/2011) and the 
Government Decree on Waste (179/2012). 

Property-specific storage of hazardous waste and composting of 
decomposable waste is provided for in the common waste management 
regulations of the Helsinki Metropolitan Area and Kirkkonummi. Waste 
management regulations also contain provisions on the burning and 
burying of waste to be applied alongside environmental protection 
provisions. 

The cleaning up of dog faeces in a maintained section of a built-up area is 
regulated by the Public Order Act (612/2003, Section 14). According to the 
Public Order Act, the owner, or the person in whose possession the dog is, 
shall, for example, ensure that the dog’s faeces are not left on the ground 
in a maintained section of a built-up area. 

Restrictions on the use of creosote-treated wood are laid down in REACH 
Regulation (EC) 1907/2006. According to the regulation, creosote-treated 
wood is intended for use in industrial installations and professional 
treatment only. It shall not be used, for example, in playgrounds, parks, 
gardens and outdoor recreational and leisure facilities where there is a risk 
of frequent skin contact. Wood impregnated with creosote must be 
delivered to a duly authorised treatment facility. Similarly, the use of CCA 
impregnated wood, or “pressure-treated wood”, that contains arsenic is 
restricted by the same REACH Regulation (1907/2006). Waste from wood 
treated with arsenic compounds must be delivered to an appropriate 
recipient. 

For more information on the use and disposal of wood treated with 
creosote or arsenic, visit the website of the Finnish Safety and Chemicals 
Agency: Tukes.fi → Sectors → Chemicals, biocides and plant protection 
products → Biocides → Restrictions on the use of biocides 

CHAPTER 5 DUST CONTROL 

Section 18 Maintenance and cleaning of passageways, yards and similar areas 

Passageways, yards and similar areas shall be kept as clean as possible. 
Dust from mechanical removal of sand and other mechanical maintenance 
and cleaning work must be prevented as far as possible by means of 
dampening, for example. 

The use of leaf blowers to remove sand is forbidden. 
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Section 19 Temporary crushing and extraction of stone and mineral building waste 

The site of the temporary crushing of stone and mineral building waste 
shall be selected in such a way that the dust generated does not disturb 
the residents or workers or harm the nature or property. Machines and 
equipment used for crushing must be equipped with effective wetting 
equipment and sufficiently tight dust covers. If freezing temperatures 
prevent the use of wetting, dust suppression shall be implemented using 
dust collectors that effectively capture the dust generated by crushing. 

Excavation work must be carried out in such a way as to minimise dust. 
Drilling equipment must be equipped with appropriate dust collection 
equipment, which must be in use whenever work is carried out. Dust 
collection equipment must not be emptied to the blast site. 

Reference: A noise notification in accordance with Section 118 of the 
Environmental Protection Act must be submitted of a mobile crushing plant 
to the Espoo Environmental Department, see Section 25 of these 
Regulations. 

Section 20 Construction, repair, demolition and earthwork 

Construction, repair, demolition and earthwork must be carried out in such 
a way as to minimise dust problems. When working in the vicinity of 
sensitive areas such as dwellings, schools or day-care centres, special 
attention must be paid to dust control, and the working method and 
equipment used must be such as to prevent dust problems as effectively 
as possible. 

When performing sandblasting and other renovation work to the exterior 
surfaces of buildings and other outdoor sites, it must be ensured that the 
activities do not cause harm to the surroundings. The buildings must be 
covered outside when sandblasting the exterior surfaces or pressure-
washing exterior surfaces treated with an asbestos-containing coating 
using a pressure exceeding 60 bar, or if the coating is flaky. After the work, 
the yard and street areas must be cleaned up, and the waste generated 
must be delivered to an appropriate treatment facility. The property holder 
or party taking action shall inform of the commencement of the work any 
residential properties and other sensitive sites that may be affected by the 
work. 

On construction sites, heavy traffic routes and soil material to be removed 
must be kept as dust-free as possible by wetting or salting, if necessary. 
Soil material transported from construction sites must be cleaned regularly 
from the streets to prevent dust problems and contamination. Special 
attention must be paid to dust control in the vicinity of sensitive sites. Dusty 
loads transported outside the construction site must be covered or wetted. 

Reference: For information on the maintenance and cleaning of 
passageways, yards and similar areas, see Section 18 of these regulations 

For information on the treatment of PCB or lead-containing sealing waste, 
see Section 13 of these regulations. 
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The performer of façade construction work and other renovation work on 
external stone or metal structures must provide the Espoo Environment 
Department with notification of said work at least 14 days prior to the 
commencement of the work. Such notification is not required for minor 
cleaning, repair or patching work performed on façades or other external 
building structures. 

CHAPTER 6 NOISE AND VIBRATION ABATEMENT 

Section 21 General provision 

Care must be taken not to cause unnecessary noise if the work or activity 
may disturb people living or working nearby on a permanent basis. 

Section 22 Obligation to inform of professional activities causing especially 
disturbing noise 

Operators must always inform in writing of any temporary professional 
activity causing especially disturbing noise or vibration in advance to those 
residents, care and educational institutions and other parties that may be 
disturbed or otherwise adversely affected by the noise or vibration due to 
the activity. 

The information shall indicate the contact details of those responsible for 
the work, the duration of the work causing noise and the daily working 
hours. 

Recommendation: Information on work causing noise should be provided 
at least one week in advance. In apartment buildings, the information 
should be provided to each affected staircase at a minimum. 

Recommendation: Also, information on non-professional activities that 
cause especially disturbing noise should be provided in advance to those 
affected. 

Section 23 Especially disturbing noise at night 

No work or activities or machinery or equipment operation causing 
especially disturbing noise shall be carried out at night between 10:00 pm 
and 7:00 am in the vicinity of residential, care or accommodation buildings 
or other sites that may be disturbed. The above does not apply to 

− temporary work of vital importance for the functions of society or 
agricultural work that must necessarily be carried out at night 

− public events permitted by the police pursuant to the Assembly Act 

− fireworks related to New Year’s Eve or permitted by the police or 
rescue services pursuant to the Government Decree on Monitoring the 
Manufacturing and Storage of Explosives (819/2015) 

− activities for which a decision taken on the basis of Section 118 of the 
Act on Environmental Protection provides otherwise. 

See Section 22  Obligation to inform of activities causing especially 
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disturbing noise 

Section 24 Special situations (matriculation examinations, religious services, rest 
periods in day-care centres, etc.) 

It is forbidden to perform work or organise events that cause disturbing 
noise during particularly sensitive events, such as matriculation 
examinations, entrance examinations, religious services or other religious 
or similar events in the vicinity. 

If particularly noisy work (e.g. piling or excavation work) is carried out in the 
vicinity of a day-care centre, the operator shall agree with the day-care 
centre staff on the limitation of noise during children’s rest periods. 

Section 25 Duty of notification of professional activities causing especially 
disturbing noise 

Operators shall submit a written notification to the Espoo Environmental 
Department in accordance with Section 118 of the Environmental 
Protection Act at least 30 days before the commencement of the activity at 
least of the following temporary activities: 

1. Earthwork-related excavation work involving drilling, blasting and 
possible loading and transport of blasted rock or similar noise-generating 
activities, if 

− work is performed outside of standard working hours between Monday 
to Friday from 7:00 am to 6:00 pm, or 

− work will continue for more than 25 working days. 

2. Impact pile driving and hammer operations if 

− work is performed outside of standard working hours between Monday 
to Friday from 7:00 am to 6:00 pm, or 

− pile driving or hammer operations take place on more than ten working 
days. 

3. Temporary crushing plant 

Reference: For information on crushing dust control, see Section 19 of 
these regulations. 

4. Construction, demolition, repair or renovation work involving noise 
levels in excess of 85 dB at a distance of 10 meters from the noise source 
and carried out 

− for at least two nights between 10:00 pm and 7:00 am, or 

− for more than five days between 6:00 pm and 10:00 pm, or 

− for at least two weekends between Saturday and Sunday from 7:00 
am to 10:00 pm, or on a public holiday, or 

− for more than 25 days on weekdays between Monday and Friday from 
7:00 am to 6:00 pm. 
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5. Big outdoor concert held 

− on weekdays between Monday and Saturday from 8:00 pm to 7:00 
am, or 

− on a Sunday or public holiday between 8:00 pm and 12:00 noon, or 

− on more than one day. 

6. Motorsport event 
 

7. Sport, entertainment or exhibition event or other big public event 
causing especially disturbing noise and held 

− on weekdays between Monday and Saturday from 8:00 pm to 7:00 
am, or 

− on a Sunday or public holiday between 8:00 pm and 12:00 noon. 

8. Air show or temporary pleasure flight with more than ten landings or 
take-offs. 

9. Fireworks displays if 

− organised between 12:00 midnight and 7:00 am or includes firing 
fireworks with a diameter in excess of 100 mm or with equivalent noise 
level after 10:00 pm. The regulation does not apply to fireworks used 
at New Year’s Eve. 

Reference: Regardless of the duty to notify, activities under items 1–9 
comply with the restrictions and information obligations laid down in 

Sections 22, 23 and 24 of these Regulations. 

These provisions do not apply to activities with an environmental permit in 
which the noisy activity in question has been taken into account. 

Section 26 Use of PA systems 

The organisers of public events and other temporary events, street 
musicians and shops and restaurants shall ensure that the PA system is 
designed and adjusted in such a way that its use does not unduly disturb 
the neighbourhood. If necessary, noise protection structures must be used. 

Additional information: 

Public event 
The arranger shall notify the police of the public event pursuant to Section 
14 of the Assembly Act (530/1999) subject to the exclusions provided in 
Section 14. The police may issue orders related to the event or prohibit the 
event due to significant damage to the environment or inconvenience to 
bystanders, for example. 

The arranger of the public event shall be responsible for drawing up an 
emergency plan in accordance with Section 16 of the Rescue Act 
(379/2011). 
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Fireworks 
The use of fireworks is regulated by the Government Decree on Monitoring 
the Manufacturing and Storage of Explosives (819/2015). A private person 
is only permitted to use consumer fireworks without notifying the rescue 
authorities on the night of New Year’s Eve from 6:00 pm to 2:00 am. The 
police must always be notified of professional fireworks displays. 
https://www.lup.fi/en-US/Guidelines/Fireworks 

CHAPTER 7 SMOKE AND ODOUR EMISSIONS  

Section 27 Burning emissions 

Waste and other materials which, when combusted, produce flue-gases 
containing soot, odour or substances hazardous to the environment or 
health to such an extent that they may cause adverse effects on health or 
comfort shall not be burned in building-specific boilers or other furnaces. 
Such materials include, for example, pressure and surface-treated timber, 
plywood, plastics and other poorly combustible materials. 

Combustion equipment must be adjusted, used and maintained in such a 
way as to prevent any adverse effects on health or general comfort due to 
the burning. 

Reference: For information on burning waste on the property, see Section 

16 of these regulations. 
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Additional information: 

Both wood and oil can be burned in the so-called twin boilers. They can, 
however, cause a smoke nuisance if not maintained and used 
appropriately. The boiler must be cleaned frequently enough. Ash, soot 
and other combustion residues also hinder heat transfer. Putting too much 
wood in the boiler reduces the amount of air in the boiler and causes poor 
combustion. In this case, a significant part of the fuel leaves the boiler in 
the form of unburnt gases, and the soot and particulate matter emissions 
will be high. Deposits will build up in the boiler, decreasing the heating 
efficiency. Normally, it is not possible to burn oil and wood simultaneously 
in a twin boiler. It would cause one or both of the burning processes to be 
impaired, and increase the risk of failures and safety hazards. 

The owner or occupants of the building are responsible for ensuring that 
fireplaces and their flues are swept in accordance with Ministry of the 
Interior Decree on Chimney Sweeping (539/2005) at least once a year, 
except for holiday houses meant for private use with a sweeping interval of 
no more than three years. If necessary, chimney sweeps can also guide 
you on the correct use of the fireplace during the sweeping. 

CHAPTER 8 KEEPING OF ANIMALS AND APPLICATION OF MANURE 

Section 28 Horse stables, exercise yards and grazing 

The establishment of a new stable shall be notified to the Espoo 
Environment Department before the commencement of the activities to 
provide for the information necessary for monitoring. 

Manure shall be removed from the exercise yards to the manure storage 
regularly, at least in the spring and autumn. The surface of the exercise 
yards must be renewed when necessary. Exercise yards refer to exercise 
areas used by horses and ponies throughout the year, usually without any 
vegetation cover. 

To prevent water pollution, exercise yards must be located at a sufficient 
distance from the sea, water bodies, springs, main ditches and wells for 
domestic water supply. The necessary width of the buffer zone depends on 
the number of animals, area of the exercise yard, daily outdoor exercise 
time of horses and ponies, elevation of the terrain and type of soil. Exercise 
yards may not be located in an area repeatedly (on average every two 
years) under flooding or on a slope leading to the sea, a water body, 
spring, spring or domestic water well unless it is possible to leave an 
adequate buffer zone in between. 

Recommended minimum distances: 

Main ditch 20 m 
Sea, lake, pond, river, brook, well or spring 30–100 m 
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Recommendation: Shore pastures should be separated by a fence from 
the waterline, especially in locations where surface ground breakage may 
cause nutrient and soil leaching. Grazing in the vicinity of water bodies, 
wells and springs used for the domestic water supply should be avoided. 

Section 29 Delivery and application of manure 

There must be a written agreement or proof of the delivery of manure, 
which must be presented to the environmental protection authority upon 
request. 

The timing of manure application should be chosen so as to minimise any 
nuisance to the neighbours. 

Additional information: 

Provisions on the storage and delivery of manure and the application and 
timing of application of fertilisers and other measures necessary to limit 
nitrate pollution from agriculture are provided in the so-called Nitrates 
Decree (Government Decree 1250/2014). 

The Finnish Food Safety Authority supervises the manufacture and 
delivery of fertiliser products (the Fertiliser Product Act 539/2006 and the 
Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry Decree 11/12). 

The Ministry of the Environment has issued instructions to horse stables 
addressing the environmental and animal protection aspects related to the 
keeping of horses and handling of manure. (Guidelines for environmental 
protection in horse stables, Ministry of the Environment publication 121, 4 
November 2003.) 

CHAPTER 9 MATALAJÄRVI CATCHMENT AREA  

Section 30 Management of stormwater 

When planning and building new buildings in the Matalajärvi catchment 
area (Appendix 4), impervious surfaces should be minimised to prevent the 
formation of stormwater, and the need to clean the stormwater must be 
considered. At least 1 m3 of stormwater per 100 m2 of the impervious 
surface shall be detained on the plot if there is no stormwater absorption. 

The management of stormwater shall follow the priority order in 
accordance with Espoo’s stormwater programme, and primarily use natural 
treatment methods, such as soil infiltration, removal of impurities by 
filtration, sedimentation pools and vegetation. 

Recommendation: 

All stormwater should be treated before discharging it into ditches running 
to the Matalajärvi lake. 
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Additional information: 

For the purposes of these regulations, stormwater means rain or melting 
water discharged from the ground, roofs or other similar impermeable 
surfaces. Stormwater carries many environmentally harmful substances, 
such as nutrients, solids and oil and heavy metals from traffic. 

Section 31 Fertilisation 

In golf courses and garden areas, the use of fertilisers must be based on 
soil analysis. A record indicating the times and quantities of the fertilisation 
used shall be kept. Soil analysis and the records must be presented to the 
environmental protection authority upon request. A buffer strip at least 1 
metre wide shall be left fertiliser-free next to streams and basins. 

In the Matalajärvi catchment area, soil conditioning and fertilisation must 
primarily be carried out in the spring. 

Recommendation: 

The use of fertilisers should be based on soil analysis also in agricultural 
areas, and records should be kept of the fertilisers used there as well. A 
buffer strip at least 1 metre wide should be left fertiliser-free next to 
streams and basins. 

A fertiliser-free buffer strip of sufficient width (at least 10 m) must be left 
next to Natura areas (in areas where floodwater is prone to enter the 
Natura site) to reduce nutrient leaching during flooding. 

Additional information: 

The obligation to keep records of the use of fertilisers in agricultural areas 
and the requirement of a 1 m buffer strip next to ditches and basins are 
provided as recommendations because of the similar actions included in 
the agri-environmental support scheme. 

CHAPTER 10 GEOTHERMAL WELLS 

Section 32 Geothermal wells in important groundwater areas 

As a rule, drilling of geothermal wells related to the exploitation of 
geothermal heat in important groundwater areas is prohibited. Individual 
geothermal wells can be constructed for detached houses provided that the 
project does not cause groundwater pollution. Heat systems must be 
equipped with safety and monitoring equipment of the best available 
technology. 

Geothermal wells shall not be located closer than 500 metres from a water 
intake site. 
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Additional information: 

Construction of a geothermal well requires an action permit issued by the 
city’s building supervision authority. For instructions on how to apply, 
please visit www.espoo.fi > Asuminen ja ympäristö > Luvat ja ohjeet > 
Rakentamisen luvat > Toimenpidelupa. 

Geothermal heat fields consisting of several geothermal wells may not be 
constructed in groundwater areas without permission from the Regional 
State Administrative Agency of Southern Finland. 

CHAPTER 11 SUPERVISION, PENALTIES AND ENTRY INTO FORCE 

Section 33 Supervision and penalties 

Compliance with the environmental protection regulations is supervised by 
the municipal environmental protection authority. 

Enforcement of the environmental protection regulations is also subject to 
the provisions of Chapter 18 of the Environmental Protection Act on 
supervision and administrative enforcement. The penalty for violating these 
provisions is provided in Section 224 of the Environmental Protection Act 
and Sections 1 to 4 of Chapter 48 of the Criminal Code. 

Section 34 Entry into force 

These amended regulations shall enter into force on 1 June 2017.  
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 Groundwater areas and water intakes 

 Groundwater area 

 Class 1: Groundwater area important for 
water supply 

 Class 2: Groundwater area suitable for water 
supply 

 Class E: Groundwater area on whose 
groundwater the surface water or soil 
ecosystem directly depends on 

 Actual groundwater recharge area 

 Water intake 

 Data source: ELY Centre of Uusimaa 

 Map compilation: Espoo Environment 
Department 
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Appendix 2 

 
 Sea flood risk areas in Espoo 

 Note: The map’s elevation data does not 
take into account modifications to the ground 
performed after surveying. 

 Flood height 
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Appendix 3 

 
 Lake flood risk areas in Espoo 

 Note: The map’s elevation data does not 
take into account modifications to the ground 
performed after surveying. 
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Appendix 4 Matalajärvi catchment area and Natura area 

 
 Matalajärvi catchment area boundary (indicative) 

 Matalajärvi Natura 2000 area 

 Base map: City of Espoo, City Survey 
Department 

 


