
 
 

 
Flying Squirrel LIFE (LIFE17 NAT/FI/000469) 

Project site: Latokaskenniitty 
 

Summary of the following actions: 
A5 Preparation of plans to support the habitat network in urban areas 
C1 Supporting habitat network in urban areas 
D1 Monitoring the conservation actions 
 
Project site: Latokaskenniitty 
Municipality: Espoo 
Country: Finland 
Size of the project area (ha): 24 
Responsible organisation(s): City of Espoo 
 
Was action implemented as planned in the proposal? Yes 
Was action implemented in the same location than described in the proposal? Yes. 
Was C-action implemented according to the A-action’s plan? Yes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
Site map 

 
General description of the area 
The project site is located in the City of Espoo in the southern Finland. Latokaskenniitty is an urban 
green area near Espoo Central Park and surrounded by residential neighbourhoods. An area of 24 
hectares consists of urban forests, sport activity park, school and day-care centers and recreational 
routes for pedestrians and cyclists. A powerline has an impact on the ecological network in the 
area, when vegetation under the powerline is kept low and trees are cut down. Fields are still in 
agricultural use. Residential areas in Latokaski are mostly detached and row houses. 



 
 

 
Espoo Central Park is a large and continuous hemiboreal forest with many flying squirrel habitats. 
Residential areas around the forest, on the other hand, are under a growing pressure for 
urbanization and construction, which causes a threat towards flying squirrel habitats in the long 
run. Even if greenspaces in Latokaskenniitty are mainly unsuitable habitats for the flying squirrel, 
the area forms a crucial ecological corridor that connects flying squirrel habitats in Espoo Central 
Park to habitats within the residential areas in the southern Espoo. Due to the powerline and 
former agricultural use, flying squirrel´s ecological network has gaps and parts, where the tree 
canopy connection is narrow and depends only on single trees and treelines. 
 

Action A5 
The aim in Latokaskenniitty project site was to revitalize and strengthen ecological connectivity in 
between flying squirrel populations in the southern Espoo and Espoo Central Park in order to 
prevent isolation of the southern population in the long term. Detailed plans for the plantation 
were made by the Näkymä landscape architect company in autumn 2020 by a framework 
agreement. 
 
In Latokaskenniitty, over 120 young trees were planted in small groups into places, where 
ecological corridor was weak or narrow. These included, among others, intersections with roads or 
recreational routes and surroundings of the powerline. Plantation was planned in a way that 
considers the needs of the powerline and its maintenance, sport activity park and landscaping of 
recreational areas. Most of the planted trees were deciduous trees, such as aspen (Populus 
tremula), birch (Betula pendula) or maple (Acer platanoides), but also spruce (Picea abies) and pine 
(Pinus sylvestris) were planted. Placing of different tree species was chosen in a way that may create 
suitable urban habitats for the flying squirrel in the future. 
 

 
An extract 1/4 on the site plan in Latokaskenniitty tree planting site. Around Finnoontie road, flying squirrel connections were 
supported with tree plantings on both sites of the road. There are also flying squirrel observations from the area (red and yellow 
dots). Sections on the right indicate potential gliding distances when the planted trees have grown to their full length. 



 
 

 
 

 
An extract 2/4 on the site plan in Latokaskenniitty tree planting site. Around the powerline, trees were planted to both sides of the 
powerline, considering its safety distances. Sections on the right indicate potential gliding distances when the planted trees have 
grown to their full length. 

 
An extract 3/4 on the site plan in Latokaskenniitty tree planting site. In Pisanpuisto park and Nöykkiönkatu street, existing gaps in 
the tree canopy were supplemented without losing the openness of the landscape. Sections on the right indicate potential gliding 
distances when the planted trees have grown to their full length. 



 
 

 

 
An extract 4/4 on the site plan in Latokaskenniitty tree planting site. In Lehtikaski, only a few trees were needed to connect 
Latokaskenniitty site to Espoo Central Park. 

Action C1 
The planting was carried out in autumn 2021 according to the plan created in action A5. The work 
was completely conducted by the green workers from the Public Works Department of Espoo. 
 

 
Young, planted trees in a group of six. Plantation both supports the ecological network, but also diversifies the urban forests in the 

area in a way that may create a flying squirrel habitat in the future. Growth of the small trees, nevertheless, takes time. 



 
 

 

 
Information signs were placed in several locations around the area. Plantation in Latokaskenniitty also  

gained some interest among the residents in the social media. 

 

 

The powerline and its safety distances cause a gap in the ecological network. This gap was narrowed with small spruce and pines on 
both sides of the powerline. Trees were planted on a field which has formerly been in agricultural use. 

 



 
 

 

 
Plantings were also used to narrow the gliding distance over Finnoontie road (in the picture) and Nöykkiönkatu street. There are 

verified flying squirrel habitats on both sides of Finnoontie road. 

 

 
Due to a very difficult winter in 2021 and hot, dry summer 2022, some of the planted seedlings died. These 22 damaged  

seedlings were replaced in spring 2023. 



 
 

 
Action D1 
Monitoring of the planting sites in Espoo will be carried out in spring 2023. When settlement of 
project sites after actions and growth of planted trees takes time, mainly the condition of planted 
trees and seedlings will be monitored. For example, new ecological corridors for the flying squirrel 
will not be fully functional for many years, since the seedlings are not yet large enough to create a 
corridor — only trees over 10 meters high enable dispersal of the flying squirrel. If some of the 
trees and seedlings have not remained, they can be changed and/or watered based on the 
monitoring observations in order to enable their survival in the future.  
 
Flying squirrel occupancy at the planting sites will be monitored by an employee of the city, who 
visits the project sites and their surroundings and surveys the current flying squirrel occupancy. 
Current situation with the flying squirrel occupancy is, then, compared with the situation before 
planting actions. Since actual movement of the flying squirrel at the project sites is impossible to 
monitor without radiotelemetry study, the employee of the city will observe surroundings of the 
project sites in order to define, if the occupancy at the surroundings have remained the same and if 
possible users of the future corridor still remain. 
 

Monitoring after the project 
City of Espoo will follow the situation with the flying squirrel at the project sites also after the Flying 
squirrel LIFE project whenever necessary as part of the normal work. Tree planting and forest 
maintenance sites in the Flying squirrel LIFE project have also been indicated in the internal map 
database, which ensures the sites will not be demolished by urban planning or green area 
maintenance activities. 
 

Outcomes of the actions 
Planting new trees aims to maintain ecological connectivity in between flying squirrel habitats as a 
long-term conservation effect. In Latokaskenniitty, also existing and potential flying squirrel 
habitats were supported. 
 

Project site 
information 

Area (ha) Flying squirrel 
habitat (ha) * 

Moving habitat 
(ha) ** 

Future habitat (ha) 
*** 

Combination of 
flying squirrel 

conservation & 
recreation 
(ha)**** 

Total project site 
area  

24 - 22 2 - 

Breeding sites 
and resting 
places 

1 - - 1 - 
  

Feeding areas 1 - - 1 - 
First thinning - - - - - 
Small gap felling - - - - - 
TOTAL 24 - 22 2 - 

 



 
 

 
The project has received funding from the LIFE Programme of the European Union. The material reflects the views by the 
authors, and the European Commission or the CINEA is not responsible for any use that may be made of the information 
it contains. 
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