
 
 

 
Flying Squirrel LIFE (LIFE17 NAT/FI/000469) 

Project site: Finnoonlaakso 
 

Summary of the following actions: 
A5 Preparation of plans to support the habitat network in urban areas 
C1 Supporting habitat network in urban areas 
D1 Monitoring the conservation actions 
 
Project site: Finnoonlaakso 
Municipality: Espoo 
Country: Finland 
Size of the project area (ha): 8,9 
Responsible organisation(s): City of Espoo 
 
Was action implemented as planned in the proposal? Yes 
Was action implemented in the same location than described in the proposal? No. 
Finnoonlaakso reimbursed project site Turvesolmu by an Amendment Request in 2020. 
Was C-action implemented according to the A-action’s plan? Yes 
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General description of the area 
The project site is located in the City of Espoo in the southern Finland. Finnoonlaakso locate in 
southern Espoo and along a regionally important ecological corridor from the coast to Espoo 
Central Park. The size of the site is 8,9 hectares. The area is crossed by a motorway (Länsiväylä) 
which creates an obstacle for the ecological corridor. Before the actions, at the site was a 
functioning corridor underpass the motorway by land and by water (Finnobäcken stream) but no 
flying squirrel-suitable wooded corridor to overpass the motorway. 
 
Vital flying squirrel populations are located at both sides of the motorway. The population in the 
northern side of the motorway (Friisilä area) is dependent of a few large forests and of trees in the 
residential areas. The population in the southern side of the Länsiväylä (Finnoo area) is struggling 
with proper dispersal routes, to which strengthening connectivity in Finnoonlaakso offers some 
relief. Due to planning and construction processes in Finnoo area as a new city center and 
residential area, flying squirrel habitats of the area have been monitored for several years before 
the LIFE actions took place. 
 

Action A5 
The aim in Finnoonlaakso project site was to revitalize and strengthen ecological connectivity in 
between flying squirrel populations in the southern and northern side of Länsiväylä motorway in 
order to prevent isolation of the southern population in the long term. 
 
In 2019, City of Espoo ordered a preliminary plan from LOCI landscape architect company on how 
to strengthen the ecological network of the flying squirrel in the Finnoo area. The goal of the work 
was to examine different options for creating and strengthening ecological connections of flying 
squirrels. In the work, LOCI investigated how the connection could be supported by planting trees 
and building artificial structures like jumping poles. In the Flying Squirrel LIFE project, planning of 
the connection was made based on this preliminary plan. Detailed plans were made by the LOCI 
landscape architect company in autumn 2021 by a framework agreement. 
 
In Finnoonlaakso, altogether 8 artificial jumping poles were placed in between Länsiväylä motorway 
lanes and around Kuitinmäentie road. Artificial jumping poles were used instead of trees, since 
municipal infrastructure under the road prevented use of real trees and falling branches and leaves 
would have cause a high risk near one of the busiest motorways in Finland. Ecological connection 
was also strengthened on the nearby area with planting young trees to places where ecological 
connectivity was weak. Altogether over 300 seedlings were planted, mainly birches (Betula pendula 
& Betula pubenscens) and spruces (Picea abies), but also hybrid aspen (Populus wettsteinii) and 
alder (Alnus glutinosa). 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
Extracts from the Finnoonlaakso site plan material: 
 

 
An extract on the site plan in Finnoonlaakso tree planting site. The red line indicates the flying squirrel crossing points and 
connections, the round-shaped trees are the new planted trees. Larger black dots along the flying squirrel route indicate the jumping 
poles.  

 

 



 
 

 

 
An extract on more detailed plan to Finnoonlaakso tree planting and jumping pole construction site around Kuitinmäentie road 
crossing point. 

 
A section on the Finnoonlaakso site over Kuitinmäentie road. Dotted lines indicate potential gliding distances when the planted trees 
have grown to their full length. All trees in this section indicate planted trees. 



 
 

 

 
An extract on more detailed plan to Finnoonlaakso tree planting and jumping pole construction site around Länsiväylä motorway 
crossing point. 

 
A section on the Finnoonlaakso site over Länsiväylä motorway. Dotted lines indicate potential gliding distances when the planted 
trees have grown to their full length. White trees indicate planted trees, grey trees are already existing. 



 
 

 

  
Drawing on the jumping poles, which were placed to Kuitinmäentie road (on the left) and Länsiväylä motorway (on the right). The 
jumping poles next to Länsiväylä motorway were 15 meters long, those around Kuitinmäentie 12 meters long. 

 

Action C1 
The planting and construction were carried out in autumn 2022 according to the plan created in 
action A5. Work in the motorway and road area, including construction of the jumping poles, was 
carried out by an external contractor chosen through tendering process. Most of the planting was 
conducted by the green workers from the Public Works Department of Espoo. 

 
 



 
 

 

 
To Kuitinmäentie street, the jumping poles were installed 5th September 2022 by the contractor Silvertek Oy. Around Kuitinmäentie, 
the task was carried out daytime. The permission to work on Länsiväylä motorway, given by the local ELY centre, required that the 

work on the motorway was carried out between 21-06 at night, so the traffic on the wouldn´t be distracted due to the construction. 

During the construction work, information tables were set up to two ends of the Kuitinmäentie street. Smaller and more permanent 
information tables were set around the walkways to places where trees were planted. 

 



 
 

 

 
Placing of the trees was carefully determined: the seedlings were put to places, in which they create a connection that enables 

feasible gliding distances to flying squirrels. Jumping poles support the connection in places were planting trees was not possible. 

 
The soil in Finnoonniitty is very wet and clayey, which might be one of the reasons, why most of the trees in the area are small. 

New trees were planted on a thick forest litter layer. 



 
 

 
 

 
The small seedlings were eaten by the deer or rabbits during the first weeks after plantation. If the seedlings won´t recover, 

they will be replaced in spring 2023. 

 

Action D1 
Monitoring of the planting sites in Espoo will be carried out in spring 2023. When settlement of 
project sites after actions and growth of planted trees takes time, mainly the condition of planted 
trees and seedlings will be monitored. For example, new ecological corridors for the flying squirrel 
will not be fully functional for many years, since the seedlings are not yet large enough to create a 
corridor — only trees over 10 meters high enable dispersal of the flying squirrel. If some of the 
trees and seedlings have not remained, they can be changed and/or watered based on the 
monitoring observations in order to enable their survival in the future.  
 
Flying squirrel occupancy at the planting sites will be monitored by an employee of the city, who 
visits the project sites and their surroundings and surveys the current flying squirrel occupancy. 
Current situation with the flying squirrel occupancy is, then, compared with the situation before 
planting actions. Since actual movement of the flying squirrel at the project sites is impossible to 
monitor without radiotelemetry study, the employee of the city will observe surroundings of the 
project sites in order to define, if the occupancy at the surroundings have remained the same and if 
possible users of the future corridor still remain. 
 



 
 

 
Monitoring after the project 
City of Espoo will follow the situation with the flying squirrel at the project sites also after the Flying 
squirrel LIFE project whenever necessary as part of the normal work. Tree planting and forest 
maintenance sites in the Flying squirrel LIFE project have also been indicated in the internal map 
database, which ensures the sites will not be demolished by urban planning or green area 
maintenance activities. 
 

Outcomes of the actions 
Planting new trees aims to maintain ecological connectivity in between flying squirrel habitats as a 
long-term conservation effect. Therefore, Finnoonlaakso project actions create a new ecological 
connection to moving flying squirrels. 
 

Project site 
information 

Area (ha) Flying squirrel 
habitat (ha) * 

Moving habitat 
(ha) ** 

Future habitat (ha) 
*** 

Combination of 
flying squirrel 

conservation & 
recreation 
(ha)**** 

Total project site 
area  

8,9 - 8,9 - - 

Breeding sites 
and resting 
places 

- - - - - 

Feeding areas - - - - - 
First thinning - - - - - 
Small gap felling - - - - - 
TOTAL 8,9 - 8,9 - - 

 
The project has received funding from the LIFE Programme of the European Union. The material reflects the views by the 
authors, and the European Commission or the CINEA is not responsible for any use that may be made of the information 
it contains. 
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